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BENCH REST 


Shooting Primer 


Should one be inquisitive about the 
sport of Bench Rest Shooting, but 
doesn’t know how to start, he should 
read these instructions: 1. Obtain 
an Official Rule Book from NBRSA 
Headquarters, Mrs. Bernice E. Mc- 
Mullen, 607 West Line St., Minerva, 
Ohio 44657. 2. At the same time, 
send her $8.00 for one year’s mem- 
bership. Anyone will save money by 
doing this, if he attends more than 
three registered matches a year. 
3. From this Rule Book, a shooter 
will be able to choose the class of 
Bench Rest Shooting he prefers. 
4. Pages two, three and eighteen de- 
scribe the rifles and their limitations. 


The act of Bench Rest Shooting 
consists of sitting at a bench with 
a rifle resting on sand bags. The ob- 
ject of this position is to eliminate, 
as much as possible, the errors en- 
countered in the process of holding 
and firing a rifle. Bench Rest Shoot- 
ing is a sport, competitive or indi- 
vidual. The personal satisfaction 
gained in the ability to place one 
bullet on top of another, thus mak- 
ing a one hole group at 100 Yards 
and often at 200 Yards, has capti- 
vated an enthusiastic interest of many 
shooters for this kind of sport. It is 
particularly suited to both men and 
women who are not interested in 
indulging in the more vigorous or 
active sports. Therefore many Bench 
Rest Shooters are of the older set. 


This does not mean, however, that it 
does not present a challenge to the 
younger shooter; it will engage and 
tax his capabilities as well. 


The current popularity of this kind 
of shooting was generated by the 
organization of The National Bench 
Rest Shooters Association in the years 
1949 and 1950. At that time a com- 
petitive program was introduced and 
has since been expanded. 

Once an individual has selected the 
most appealing Bench Rest Class. it is 
very important that he attends some 
of the Matches. Here he will learn 
much by asking questions, observing 
the equipment and methods used for 
loading and shooting. Any Bench 
Rest Shooter is more than anxious to 
help a newcomer. 

The equipment needed to partici- 
pate is available, for the most part, 
from PRECISION SHOOTING adver- 
tisers. It includes rifles, telescopes, 
rests, sand bags, loading tools, bullets, 
cleaning materials, powder, primers, 
etc. 

Lastly, if possible, get the advice 
of a person in the game before mak- 
ing purchases. 

Should an individual or a club 
wish further information, write to 
Raymond G. Speer, President of 
NBRSA, 925-7th St., Lewiston, Idaho 
83501; or M. H. Walker, R.D. #1, Mo- 
hawk, N. Y. 13407; or the Editor of 
PRECISION SHOOTING. 


KEEP INFORMED BY THE EXPERTS 


Enter Your Subscription to PRECISION SHOOTING Today 
the official publication of the 
National Benchrest Shooters Association 


PS makes an excellent gift for any occasion 
(Use This Handy Subscription Form) 


) NBRSA membership and PS for 


one year — $8.00 


) PS only, one year — $5.00 


( ) PS only, two years — $9.00 


( ) Outside of U.S. and Canada, 
PS, each year — $6.00 


) Check enclosed 


PRECISION SHOOTING 
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DOLGEVILLE, NEW YORK 13329 
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NBRSA MEMBERSHIP including magazine, 
$8.00 a year. Allow 30 days for change of 
address. 


Place of Publication—The Journal & Courier 
Co., Little Falls, New York 13365. Second- 
class postage paid at Little Falls, New York. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


PRECISION SHOOTING is printed by letter- 
press. Display cuts are to be furnished by 
the advertiser. Advertising engravings will 
be made at standard rates if good black and 
white glossy prints are provided. Displays 
will be made to Advertiser’s specifications. 
All normal composition will be set according 
to our own standards. Rate cards will be 
mailed to Advertisers on request. 


NBRSA OFFICE MEMO 


Available from the Secretary’s office are 
the following: 100 and 200 yard targets in 
eartons of 500 only, $11.25. (10% dis- 
count for affiliated clubs, plus postage on 
20 lbs. to proper zone) and on hunter tar- 
gets, $16.25 per carton of 500 (plus post- 
age on 28 lbs. to proper zone). Coat bras- 
sards, $1.25 each; and rule books, $.50 
each. 

NBRSA membership for one year is $8.00. 
This includes a subscription to PRECISION 
SHOOTING for the membership term. 
NBRSA associate membership, no magazine, 
$3.50 a year. NBRSA Life Membership, 
$100.00. Club affiliation fee, $10 annually. 
Contact Bernice McMullen, Sec.-Treas., 
NBRSA, 607 West Line Street, Minerva, 
Ohio 44657. 


IMPORTANT 


Please let us know, well in ad- 
vance, what your new address will 
be. Send your old address too — even 
better, enclose the address label from 
a recent issue. The Post Office will 
not forward your copies unless you 
pay extra postage, but we will see 
that your “Precision Shooting” reach- 
es you, without interruption, if you 
notify us six weeks in advance of 
your move. Write to Precision Shoot- 
ing, c/o The Journal & Courier Co., 
Little Falls, New York 13365. 


When giving your address please 
add your Zip Code number. 
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_ EASTERN REGION 

*M. H. (Mike) Walker 
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6200 93rd Place 
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*Ralph Pickens 
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GULF COAST REGION 
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1023 Tilson Dr. 
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Area Code 216, 868-6132 
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NBRSA 


1969 Match Schedule 


All Negotiated Memorandums of Agreement Are Listed Below 


EASTERN REGION 


AUGUSTA, OHIO — Reed’s Run 
Rifle Club — April 19-20 Heavy Var- 
mint and Benchrest; May 17-18 Heavy 
Varmint and Benchrest; July 12-13 
Eastern Region Benchrest Champion- 
ship; Aug. 16 Heavy Varmint and 
Benchrest night shoot; Sept. 27 Heavy 
Varmint and Benchrest night shoot. 
Reed’s Run Rifle Range, Marie 
Brown, Box 66, Augusta Ohio 44607. 

EASTON, OHIO — Chippewa Rifle 
Club — May 31-June 1 Heavy Var- 
mint and Benchrest 300 Meter Course. 
Nelson Berger, Secretary, Marshall- 
ville, Ohio 44645. 

FASSETT, PENNA. — South Creek 
Rod and Gun Club — July 4, 5, 6 All 
Varmint (L.V., H.V. and Sporter); 
Aug. 7-8-9-10 All Varmint National 
Championship Matches. Gerald Ar- 
nold, President, 107 South Kenyon 
Street, Elmira, N. Y. 14904. 

JOHNSTOWN, N. Y. — Pine Tree 
Rifle Club, Inc. — June 21, 22 Heavy 
Varmint and Benchrest; Sept. 6-7 
Light and Heavy Varmint New York 
State Championship. Ralph Skakel, 
Club Secretary. 

MINERAL CITY, OHIO — Powder 
Valley Rifle Club — July 20 Heavy 
Varmint. R. G. Casper, 1000-4th St. 
N.W., New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663. 

WAPWALLOPEN, PENNA. — 
Council Cup Rifle Range — June 6, 
7, 8 Eastern Region Varmint Champi- 
onship; Sept. 13-14 Heavy Varmint 
and Benchrest. 


MID-CONTINENT REGION 
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS. — Aug. 
26, 27, 28, 29 Heavy Benchrest Nation- 
al Championship Matches. 


UNREGISTERED MATCHES 
1969 Penna. Hunter Class 


Match Schedule 
April 20—Isaac Walton-York 
April 27—C.P.R.C.-Dauphin 
May 4—Hamburg 
May 4—South Creek 
May 11—Sulphur Springs 
May 18—Isaac Walton-York 
May 25—Wapwallopen 
June 1—C.P.R.C.-Dauphin 
June 15—Isaac Walton-York 
June 15—Sulphur Springs 
June 22—C.P.R.C.-Dauphin 
June 29—Wapwallopen 
July 13—Hamburg 


July 13—Sulphur Springs 

July 20—Isaac Walton-York 

July 27—C.P.R.C.-Dauphin 

Aug. 3—Sulphur Springs 

Aug. 17—Isaac Walton-York 

Aug. 24—Wapwallopen 

Aug. 31—C.P.R.C.-Dauphin 

Sept. 7—Hamburg 

Sept. 21—Sulphur Springs 

Sept. 21—Isaac Walton-York 

Sept. 28—C.P.R.C.-Dauphin 

Oct. 5—South Creek 

Oct. 12—C.P.R.C.-Dauphin 

Oct. 19—Isaac Walton-York 

Oct. 26—Sulphur Springs 

Nov. 9—Isaac Walton-York 

NOTE: Many of us strongly believe, 
that if given a good chance, the 
Hunter Class will equal or surpass 
all other classes. More clubs should 
sponsor this class of shooting. We 
firmly feel that if the “bug” bites 
them here many of these fellow 
shooters are going to go up the ladder 
to the “Sporter” Class. From there 
who knows? 

We also strongly suggest that more 
clubs should sponsor the “Sporter 
Class”. This is the logical movement 
from Hunter to Heavy Varmint and 
Heavy Bench. 


LaFayette 


NOTE 


Clubs are urged to report match 
results promptly to NBRSA Secre- 
tary’s office as well as to PRECISION 
SHOOTING. 


CORRECTION 


Feb. article “Of Bullets and Bullet 
Making” (page 8, right hand column, 


top paragraph) — .002”, .004” and 
.005” should be .0002”, .0004” and 
.0005”. (Blame this on the printer.) 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks 
or Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 
Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS 


Write to 
G. R. DOUGLAS COMPANY, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25312 


10 out of 10 
pellets through 
the same hole. 


Caretotry? 


At the official 10-meter dis- 
tance, the Anschutz 250 air 
rifle is this accurate. 

Like the Anschutz 22's that 
have won 11 out of 12 medals 
in the Tokyo and Mexico 
Olympics, the 250 has proved 
itself in the stiffest compe- 
titions. Like the 1966 World 
Shooting Championships 
when both gold and silver: 
medal winners used it. 

The 250 features recoilless 
shooting via an exclusive oil 
dampener and compensating 
piston. Barrel and receiver 
remain ina fixed position 
because the 250 is cocked 
by means of a side lever. 
Cocking requires only 11 
pounds effort. 

Twelve grooves are pre- 
cision cut in its steel 
barrel. Anschutz uses the 
same high-quality steel 

as in the Super Match 54 
smallbores that have 
dominated the Olympics. 
Stock design, balance, 
and weight are similar to 
the Anschutz 1408 small- 
bore. So, smallbore shoot- 
ers can also use it as a 
practice rifle. Anschutz 
accessories are 
interchangeable. 
Cost: $145—with 100 
individually protected 
pellets (sights 
additional). 
Anschutz Super- 
Match pellets: 100 
individually pro- 
tected pellets— 
$1.00. Refill sheets, 
box of 500— 
$3.00. Can of 
200 loose 
4 packed—$.90 

~ s Free 36 
= page color 
catalog. Write Savage Arms, Westfield 
225, Mass. 01085. Include your zip code. 


& Savage ANscHuTZ 


Prices subject to change. SAVAGE and the Indian Head are 
trademarks of Savage Arms, Division of Emhart Corporation. 
Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. Marca Registrada. ANSCHUTZ is a trade- 
mark of J. G. Anschutz GmbH. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


COLORADO BENCH REST SHOOTERS, INC. 


We don’t want Mike Walker to be 
discouraged about the lack of en- 
thusiasm for bench rest shooting and 
thought we should do something 
about it. We have looked at Larry 
Daniels’ solution and can’t under- 
stand why a nice knowledgeable guy 
like Larry would do a thing like he 
did. If Larry had just thought further 
about this matter, he would have 
organized his club in Colorado. 

As it is, now, all these reluctant 
wives will be thrilled at the prospect 
of coming to Colorado, cutting cor- 
ners on their budget so they can af- 
ford the trip. All the kids will want 
to shoot, too, and all the clubs back 
there will be busy getting practice 
for the big summer shoot and rain- 
bow fishing in Colorado. 

At any rate, the Colorado Bench 
Rest Shooters, Inc. is organized as a 
non-profit corporation, has joined 
the national association, has _ built 
ten concrete benches on Tom Pike’s 
ranch at Morrison and is getting its 
cases miked for the shooting this 
winter and next summer. 


The range is located about fifteen 
miles southwest of downtown Den- 
ver, just over the hog-back from Red 
Rocks Park. It is really rolling 
country, not quite in the foothills 
and we have 100 and 200 yard shoot- 
ing. We have fifteen members, only 
one of whom (Bud Ditmars) is a 
member of the national association. 
We can’t find the members of the 
national association who live in our 
country. Some members don’t have 
rifles at all but Bill Lofink has a new 
beauty from Pat McMillan and we 
have a few Shilen and Hart barrels. 
Got one man (Walt Vaughn) who 
can get everything out that Reming- 
ton puts into a 40X. Some of you 
sophisticates who have bypassed the 
factory 40X might be surprised by 
what Walt can do with one of them. 
Only two of us have had much match 
experience. 


We plan shoots for the first Sun- 
day of each month (hot or cold) but 
many of us went to Kremling for a 
turkey shoot on December 1 and we 
had our first organized shoot on Dec. 
8, had about fifteen shooters in 
sporter and light and heavy varmint, 
some in one class and some in all 
classes. 

At that shoot we shot three groups 
at 100 yards and three at 200 yards 
with each rifle. We charged mem- 
bers a flat $3 per rifle and the two 
non-members $5 per rifle and dis- 
tributed $60 of our $75 intake to the 
three top men in each rifle class. 


Conditions were excellent, about 65° 
and only slight wind and mirage. 
Our results were as follows: 


SPORTER 
100 yd. 200 yd. Gr. 
Age. Agg. Agg. 
W. Vaughn 434 = 6396 ~—.537 
E. Ditmars 635 .5795  .602 
W. Lofink 573 8225 ~—-.697 
J. Thompson 927  .749 838 
H. Hames -764 1.0255  .895 
A. Johnson 1.162 .694 928 
Small gp. 
Vaughn 322 
Thompson .728 
LIGHT VARMINT 
J. Snyder* 625 .457 541 
P. Snyder 545 = .690 617 
W. Lofink 594 .645 620 
W. Vaughn 458 ~~ 809 633 
A. Johnson 496 ~—-.900 698 
J. Thompson .780 = .794 787 
E. Ditmars 775 = 912 843 
H. Hames .796 ~=.918 857 
T. Pike .687 1.071 879 
M. Likvar 1.117 955 1.036 
Small gp. 
J. Snyder 283 300 
HEAVY VARMINT 
A. Johnson 484 ~—-.716 600 
P. Snyder 521 = .749 635 
J. Thompson 674 6495 662 
L. Palmer 674 = .701 .687 
E. Ditmars 694  .797 746 
T. Pike 824 .7075  .766 
Smamll gp. 
Bender 323 
J. Thompson 560 


* Jack is my 32nd cousin, I think? 
Paul Snyder 


McKINLEY BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


Annual meeting of the Bench Rest 
Shooters at the Field & Stream, Mar. 
16, 1969, 1:30 P.M. Located 1425 15th 
St. SW Canton, Ohio. Plan to attend 
and map plans for the coming shoot- 
ing year. 

Bob Moser 


CLERKE MATCH SIGHTS 


Rear MICRO VERNIER Sight Features 
zero backlash for UP or 
DOWN and operated from 
zero for windage and zero 
for elevation $59.95 
FREE! Write for catalog 
and gun services folder. 


Front LEVEL Sight Features 

Espdpes’ avy. cant tie: Koy ae 

aperture discs $19.95 > ©) 

CLERKE TECHNICORP 

2054 Broadway Ave., Dept. , Santa Monica, Cal. 90404 
Dept. P-3 
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NEWSLETTER — January 28, 1969 


This is the time of year when most 
long-range shooting enthusiasts think 
about those 10 inch groups at 1000 
yards, and perfect scores of 50 with 
a 12 inch bull, so we thought this 
would be a good time to put on a 
membership drive. We would like 
to have all those who participated at 
our range last year become members 
of our club, and also those who have 
not yet used our facilities also be- 
come members. The benefits of be- 
coming a member of the Original 
Pennsylvania 1000 Yard Benchrest 
Club, Inc., will be as follows: 1) Each 
receives a beautiful embroidered 
shoulder patch that will be given 
free of charge, but will cost a Non- 
Member $1.50 each if he wishes to 
purchase one; 2) The entry fee for 
a member will be only $4.00 per 
person per match this year while 
it will cost a Non-Member $600 per 
person per match to shoot; 3) Any 
member will be allowed to use the 
range on any day that it is not being 

used for a scheduled shoot; 4) By 
sending the club $10.00 and becoming 
a club member, will be helping the 
club to promote Long-Range shoot- 
ing; 5) Membership will help to im- 
prove facilities on the range. Im- 
provements to be made as follows: 
Steps will be installed for entrance 
into the pits, walkways will be board- 
ed solid for easy and safe footing, 
(“Air Conditioned”) outdoor rest- 
rooms will be built, concrete patios 
will be built underneath and around 
_ shooting benches, a Range Officers 
platform will be built, and Dining 
Flys purchased for over the shooting 
benches; 6) The Official Results and 


ORIGINAL PENNA. 1000 YD. BENCHREST CLUB, INC. 


Newsletter 


ing the summer, and will also pub- 
lish our schedule each month as well. 
The officials of the magazine “Pre- 
cision Shooting” will not charge for 
this service other than the affiliation 
charge of $10.00 which has already 
been sent to them, but they do ask 
as a favor, in that the magazine is 
non-profit, that we subscribe to the 
magazine. So, we the officers of the 
Original Pennsylvania 1000 Yard 
Benchrest Club, Inc., ask that if you 
wish, please subscribe to the maga- 
zine “Precision Shooting”. 

Your officers of the Original Penn- 
sylvania 1000 Yard Benchrest Club, 
Inc., have not been idle during the 
winter. We have had three “all- 
night” meetings so far this past 
month constructing the enclosed 
“Range and Club Operating Pro- 
cedure.” We also had a work detail 
one Sunday putting braces in the 
pits to help hold the ties from being 
pushed out of place by the frost. 

We hope to receive your member- 


ship fee attached to the enclosed ap- 
plication blank in the near future. 
We must have the application blank 
information in order to affiliate with 
the National Rifle Association. We 
must affiliate with the NRA in order 
to obtain our Range Insurance. Hop- 
ing to hear from you in the near 
future, we remain; 

Your Board of Directors 


* * * 


RANGE & CLUB OPERATING 
PROCEDURE FOR YEAR 1969 


1. Any citizen of the United States 
17 years of age or older may become 
a member of this club by filling out 
an application for membership, en- 
closing $10.00 as annual dues for the 
current year and upon acceptance by 
the Board of Directors. A Club mem- 
bership card, and a beautiful em- 
broidered shoulder patch will be sent 
to each club member. Club patch 
may be purchased by Non-Members 
from the Secretary for a fee of $1.50 
each. Mail application for member- 
ship, entry fees, club patches and all 
correspondence to club Secretary. 
The address of the club Secretary is: 
David H. Troxell, 610 N. Grier St., 
Williamsport, Penna. 17701. Phone: 
Area 717 323-7395. 

(Next page please) 


BEYOND THE MUZZLE 


...only the Hornady Handbook tells you what your reloads will do 


| 30 CALIBER (.308" Dia.) 150 GRAIN SPIRE POINT 
- SECTIONAL DENSITY: .227 BALLISTIC COEFFICIENT: .359 _ 


MUZZLE 100 yds. 


(fps) ss 30 
ENERGY (ft.ibs.) = 3000 _~—| 
DROP e 0 
MID-RG. TRAJ. : 
BULLET PATH 


2483 
2.03” 
Poa 


200 yds. 300 yds. A0O yds. S500 yds. 
1810 
1091 
68.00” 
19.89” 


—AZ.45" 


1346 

40.86” 

11.56” 
21.51" 


21.51” 
5.907 
7,38" 


8.92” 
2.37" 


all Newsletters plus financial state- 
ments will be mailed to each and 
every member. The “Official Re- 
sults” will be mailed to each member 
following each and every shoot, while 
- the Non-Member will receive results 
- only from those shoots in which he 
participated. 

On January 27, 1969 we became af- 
_ filiated with the National Bench Rest 
Shooters Assn., not in that they will 
be able to dictate in any way as to 
how we shall operate or how we 
‘shall conduct our matches, but only 
that they will bring our “Official 
Results” in their magazine “Precision 
Shooting” and they will publish these 
results in each and every issue dur- 
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Only the uniquely new Hornady Handbook gives you 
complete ballistics information at 100, 200, even 
to 500 yards. The chart above shows the 30 cal. 
150 gr. SP ballistics data at 3000 fps muzzle 
velocity. Nowhere else can you get remaining 
velocities, remaining energies, bullet drops, 
bullet paths and mid range trajectories in one 
table —and way out to 500 yards for your favorite 
_ load. These are only a few of over 23,000 ballistics 
answers to be found in the Hornady Handbook. Get 
yours today at your dealer's 
or send $3.50 to: 


Let ES. 3 
GE awseiaee Bete te 


BULLETS 


HORNADY MANUFACTURING CO., Dept. A, Grand Island, Nebr. 68801 


WIMBLEDON CUP 


For 15 years the winners 

of this coveted trophy have 
used Sierra Bullets to fire this 
difficult 1,000 yd. contest. 


HXCHLLENCE 


Sierra Bullets congratulates the expert marksmen who won 
these top awards. A champion must have a keen eye, perfect 
coordination and faultless judgement. Necessarily, he must 
use the finest equipment available. We are proud that these 
three great champions selected Sierra Bullets. 


OLYMPIC 
GOLD MEDAL 


In 1968, just as in 
1964, the winner of 
the 300 meter 
free-rifle event 
trusted 

Sierra Bullets. 


WHELEN TROPHY 


The 1968 Champion of the 
National Bench Rest 
Shooters Association used 
Sierra Bullets to record a 
Grand Aggregate Score of 
.3340 M.0.A. 


Get Sierras from your favorite gun 
or sporting goods dealer. 

55 precision made bullets 

to choose from. 


SGIERRA BULLETS 


10532 S. Painter Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 
Federal Firearms License 95-8004 


2. The schedule for the year 1969 
is as follows: 


Date Entry 
Date of Match Fee Is Due 
April 13 April 6 
May 11 May 4 
May 25 May 18 
June 8 June 1 
July 13 July 6 
Aug. 10 Aug. 3 
Sept. 14 Sept. 7 
Sept. 28 Sept. 21 
Oct. 12 Oct. 5 
Nov. 9 Nov. 2 


Except for May 25th and September 
28th, all TEN matches this year will 
be held on the second Sunday of each 
month. 

3. All 10 shoots in the year 1969 
will be held at a distance of 1000 
yards. 

4. All shoots will begin promptly 
(weather permitting) at 8:00 A.M. 
current time. 

5. Those who have membership 
cards will pay and send in an entry 
fee of only $4.00 per person per 
match. A Non-Member who does not 
have a membership card will pay 
and send in an entry fee of $6.00 per 
person per match. 

6. All entry fees will have to be 
received by the due date on the 
schedule above. Those received after 
the due date will be returned. Mail 
entry fees to Secretary. Make all 
checks and Money Orders payable 
to: Orig. Pa. 1000 Yd. B/R Club, Inc. 

7. No entry fees will be accepted 
by telephone, nor will entries be ac- 
cepted without payment attached or 
enclosed. 

8. No walk-in shooters will be al- 
lowed. All entries and entry fees 
prior to the scheduled shoot. Shoot- 
ing schedule states due dates. 

9. Under no circumstances will 
any accepted entry fees sent to the 
Original Pennsylvania 1000 Yard 
Benchrest Club, Inc., be returned or 
refunded. 

10. A shooter need not be a mem- 
ber to shoot the day of a scheduled 
shoot, but to use the range on an 
“off” day or weekend, one does need 
to be a member or be accompanied 
by a member. 

11. Range will be open for use by 
any member holding a membership 
card at any time the range is not be- 
ing used for a scheduled shoot. Our 
lease with Irvin E. Plants binds us 
to the requirement that any member 
holding a membership card may use 
the range on an “off” day or week- 
end, but must first come to the home 
of Irvin E. Plants and inform him 
that he intends to use the range. Mr. 
Plants requires this so that he knows 
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whether or not anyone will be using 
the range, and that he is not working 
will have to be received one week 
in the area of the range and may be 
in danger of being injured. If you 
have a membership card, you may 
bring a friend and he also may use 
the range. 

Exception to #8: Extreme pre- 
caution should be used during small 
game season when using the range. 
During rifled deer season (except 
Sundays) the range will be closed to 
everyone. 

12. There are no restrictions as to 
shooting position, prone, bench, etc. 

13. There are no restrictions as to 
rifle to be used as to weight, caliber, 
or sights used, except that rifle must 
be fired from shoulder, and no Re- 
turn-to-Battery weapons may be used 
except for exhibition. 

Exception to #13: Any equipment 
thought to be unsafe, harmful, de- 
structive, or otherwise unpredictable 
will not be allowed on the range at 

any time. 

j 14. Any number of shooters may 
7 shoot the same rifle in one day. 
; When sending in entry fees, if you 
4 and another shooter intend to use 
the same rifle, notify the Secretary 
of this intent, so that the rifle will 
not be scheduled twice in the same 
relay. 

15. No shooter may shoot twice 
in one day, even with different rifles. 

16. Scores and group sizes will be 
listed at location near benches as 
shoot progresses. 

17. Spectators should remain be- 
hind ready line. 

18. Drinking of alcoholic bever- 
ages of any kind is prohibited on 
premises at any time. 

19. No coaching will be allowed 
after sighters are fired except from 
behind ready line for safety and con- 
structive purposes only. This rule is 
intended to aid teen-agers. 

20. Shooters are “scheduled” for 
the day of the shoot through a draw- 
ing for position. This drawing (Open 
To All Participants) is held a week 
prior to the shoot as follows: The 
names of all participants are listed 
on a sheet, then numbered tags are 
drawn from a container, and these 
numbers are placed by the shooters’ 
names as they fall on the list. It is 
necessary at times to return the num- 
ber drawn to the container and draw 
another if there is a conflict such as 
two shooters in the same relay shoot- 
ing the same rifle. 

21. Post cards will be mailed to 
each shooter notifying him of his 
number drawn for shooting position, 
number of relay in which he will 

(Next page please) 
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OUTDOOR SMALLBORE PRONE SHOOTERS 


National Smallbore Computer Matches 


a division of Data World Corporation 


PREPARATION PERIOD NOW-LOAD "5; 


@ NATIONAL COMPETITION EVERY WEEK 
@ WEEKLY CASH AWARDS 
@ BIG ANNUAL AGGREGATE 


Ask your local club for details... 


NOTE: OUTDOOR CLUBS — If you have not implemented the N.S.C.M. 
program at your range, send this letter today for complete needs! 


(CUT OUT AND SEND TO:) 


NATIONAL SMALLBORE COMPUTER MATCHES 


a division of Data World Corporation 


7349 CANOGA AVENUE, CANOGA PARK, CALIF. 91303 
CLUB NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: ae STATE: 

Gentlemen: 


Our club is affiliated with the National Rifle Association of 
America and it is the desire of our club to provide the N.S.C.M. 
program to our membership. 


The average number of participants in our regular club sched- 


uled matches is 


Our club scheduled matches are held 
normally on 


time(s) per month, 
(day of week). 


‘Please assign our club an N.S.C.M. club number and for- 


ward supplies, at no charge, to the above address for our 
participation. 

Our range is outdoors, not baffled, subject to normal wind 
conditions, and, therefore, eligible for your program. 


Sincerely, 


Name: 


Title: et . Phone: ( J Sere. 
Area Code Number 


shoot, the approximate time he will 
fire, the relays for which he will pull 
targets, and the approximate time he 
will pull targets. 

22. Once a number is drawn for a 
shooter, and his time to fire is desig- 
nated and notified by mail, the shoot- 
er must be available to shoot at the 
firing line when his name is called 
by the range officer, and if he is not 
available, his position will be left 
open during the relay, and his entry 
fee will be forfeited, and the shooter 
will not be allowed to shoot at any 
time later that day to compete in 
scheduled shoot. 

23. Once a position is assigned 
and designated for a participant, that 
shooter may not switch position with 
another shooter, nor may he switch 
benches within a relay. However, 
a participant who can not make a 
match after having sent in his entry 
fee, may send a shooter to shoot in 
his assigned relay and position. 

24. Any person participating in a 
scheduled shoot will be required to 
pull targets. Each member (and Non- 
Member) will be obligated to pull 
targets for the relay so designated 
and must make himself available at 
the time designated on the post card. 
If you do not wish to pull targets, it 
is your responsibility to hire or pro- 
vide someone to take your place in 
the pits. Roll call will be taken prior 


to each pit detail. Any participant 
not fulfilling his obligation of pit 
duty will be penalized. 

25. Shooter will be allowed 10 
minutes to get on paper. If at the 
end of this allotted time the shooter 
is not on paper, he will work his best 
to get on paper while others are fir- 
ing their first, second and third sight- 
ers. Three (3) sighters will be al- 
lowed before shooting 10 shot string 
for record. Shooter has five (5) 
minutes to shoot these three sighters. 

26. On the command of the range 
officer, all will begin to fire their 10 
shots for record. Shooter will shoot 
10 uninterrupted shots for record 
with a 10 minute time limit. These 
10 record shots will not be spotted, 
and will be shot as a string. 

27. All 10 shots for measured 
group and score must be on target 
to qualify for awards. 

28. In case of tie for any award: 
In case of tie for score, the smaller 
group of the two targets will de- 
termine winner. In case of tie for 
group, the higher score determines 
winner. In case of tie for smaller 
group and score is tie as well, bullet 
hole nearest to center wins. In case 
of tie for score, and group is tie as 
well, bullet hole nearest to center 
wins. 

29. If eleven shots appear on one 
target and 9 shots on another, the 


CHEMICALLY STABILIZED TARGET AND SPORTER STOCKS 


Will Not Shrink, Swell, or Warp at Any Extreme of Humidity 


A. product of modern research and technology — made to government 
specifications by a government-perfected process first developed for and 


tested by Military marksmen. 


The superiority of these fine stocks has 


been conclusively demonstrated by champions at Camp Perry and other 
top-flight competition. Priced only slightly higher than ordinary lami- 
nated stocks of comparable style, size, and grade of wood. 


Choice of nine styles of target and sporter stocks, all stabilized, made 


from a wide variety of fine domestic and exotic hardwoods. 


Also un- 


shaped, stabilized laminated blanks of any size desired. If none of our 
stocks exactly meets your requirements, we will exactly duplicate, from 
a stabilized laminated blank of your choice, your old stock or any pattern 
you send us. We make no additional charge for this custom service, 
which is especially tailored to the needs of target shooters. 


Send 50¢ for illustrated catalog 


THE CRANE CREEK GUN STOCK COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. Box 268, Waseca, Minn. 


CO ere ———— 
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shooter with 9 shots is automatically 
disqualified. If the difference in cali- 
ber size can be seen, or the group 
placements are obviously located 
such as 9 shots are up in the right 
hand corner and the shooter with 11 
shots has 10 shots in lower left hand 
corner and the 11th shot is up in the 
right hand corner, then the target 
chairman will have to decide as to 
whether or not he feels that the 11th 
shot belongs to the target with only 
9 on it, and the extra shot will be 
disregarded. In case of no decision 
being able to be made by the target 
chairman, the shooter with eleven 
shots will have the choice of accept- 
ing the group for 11 shots or he may 
shoot over. The shooter will not be 
notified of the size of the 11 shot 
group, nor his total score until after 
he has made his choice. If shooter 
elects to Re-Fire his record String, 
he will Re-Fire before next sched- 
uled relay shall begin. 

30. Targets will be given to each 
individual shooter, but only after 
having been posted. 

31. No mutilation or alteration of 
the range facilities (benches, target 
frames, etc.) by anyone will be al- 
lowed. 

32. No shooter may win more 
than one prize in one day in regular 
scheduled shoot. 

33. Shoulder patches will be 
awarded for Best Group and Best 
Score for all 10 matches. 

34. $10.00 will be awarded for 
each perfect score shot in registered 
matches. 

35. $10.00 will be awarded for 
each group shot measuring 10 inches 
or less shot in all registered matches. 
Rule 34 and 35 not to be governed 
by rule 32. 

36. $25.00 will be awarded for the 
smallest group shot during the year 
in registered matches. 

37. There will be 10 awards made 
at each match by dividing $150.00 
with five awards for the five best 
groups, and five awards for the five 
best scores by dividing as follows: 
Best Group, $30.00; 2nd Best Group, 
$20.00; 3rd Best Group, $15.00; 4th 
Best Group, $5.00; 5th Best Group, 
$5.00; Best Score $30.00; 2nd Best 
Score, $20.00; 3rd Best Score, $15.00; 
4th Best Score, $5.00; 5th Best Score, 
$5.00. 

38. If you do not wish to have the 
cash as your award, we will pur- 
chase a trophy for you, have the 
plate lettered, and if your award in 
cash is more than the purchase price 
of the trophy we will refund the 
difference, or if your trophy is more 
than your cash award, you may pay 
the difference. 
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Before you spend $169.95 


you should know what you're spending it for. 


... Redfield has introduced the 3200, 
an internally adjusted target scope, 
available in 12x, 16x, 20x and 24x. The 
first two powers are right for target and 
varmint shooting; the last two are great 
for target and benchrest work. 

By precision-machining and the use 
of spring-loaded, hardened steel clicker 
balls, the Redfield 3200 features crisp, 
consistent %4-minute adjustments able 
to obtain plus or minus %-minute-of- 
angle accuracy on every positive click. 


Eye relief is almost three inches. Clarity 
and definition are built-in for that extra, 
infinitesimal measure of accuracy. 

The 3200, packaged in a handsome, 
high-impact, styrene carrying case, 
comes complete with sun-shade, lens 
caps and ring mounts in smallbore con- 
figuration. Big bore thumbscrews also 
included. 

At $169.95 it’s really quite reasonable 
...that is if you want the finest target 
scope the world has ever seen. 


Examine the 3200 at your gunsmith or dealer...or write for full information. 


Ferris Pindell, Whittier, Calif, National Bench Rest 
Champion, with winning Redfield 3200 in 24x. 


Redtield 


5800 East Jewell Avenue ¢ Denver, Colorado 80222 


Sighting equipment not subject to the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968. 


The Rifleman’s Corner 


By GARY L. ANDERSON 


Training at Home 


Whether a sport shooter competes 
for recreation or because he serious- 
ly desires to become a national or 
international champion, he is certain- 
ly looking for every means to im- 
prove his scores. Every sportsman 
also understands very well that this 
objective can be gained only by train- 
ing. The meaning of this word in 
terms of time, expense, facilities, and 
coaching is ideally within the reach 
of only two groups of shooters in 
our country — the top world class 
shooters who are generally members 
of military marksmanship units and 
our college shooters. The success of 
these two groups of shooters has 
caused many of our civilian shooters 
to think that they do not have good 
opportunities for training and can 
never develop themselves to the level 
of our top shooters. 

I wish to dispute this conclusion 
and to discuss how creative train- 
ing under adverse circumstances can 
overcome this disadvantage. The 
young shooter who dreams of mak- 
ing a USA International Shooting 
Team or the civilian whose primary 
responsibility is to his family and 
business can still carry out a very 
effective training program at home. 

Though all of our recent inter- 
national champions have been per- 
sons who have received at least 
partial training and support from 
military marksmanship teams, there 
are several world-class shooters in 
other countries who are civilians 
shooting on their own. Of the nine 
shooters who fired 1150 or more in 
the 50 meter three-position Olympic 
competition in Mexico City last fall, 
only Parkimovitch of Russia and 
Writer and Foster of the US Army 
Team received major outside sup- 
port. This group included a German 
businessman, a Mexican student, a 
Canadian school teacher and a Swiss 
plant foreman. It is not at all im- 
possible for us to develop civilian 
shooters of this same quality in the 
USA. 

Perhaps the first problem our ci- 
vilian shooters encounter is the dif- 
ficulty of getting competent in- 
struction. As recent as the late 1950’s, 
any material available in the US was 
hopelessly out-of-date. Now, large- 
ly because of the efforts of the US 
Army Marksmanship Training Unit 
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and the cooperation of our leading 
shooters, this situation is reversed. 
The Handbook of Free Rifle Shoot- 
ing put out by TUSAMTU is now ac- 
cepted as the standard primer and 
should be mandatory reading for the 
beginner and advanced shooter alike. 
Magazine articles of the technical 
aspects of target shooting are another 
excellent source of information. 
There are also many good books and 
magazines on target shooting pub- 
lished in foreign languages. 

A second way to get good coaching 
is to go to the matches where our 
best shooters are competing. These 
shooters often present informal class- 
es at the end of these matches. They 
are also always willing to answer 
questions anytime they are not shoot- 
ing. When you go to a match where 
National Team members are in at- 
tendance, bring your camera and 
notebook. Take pictures of their po- 
sitions for study at home. Observe 
them as they shoot and make notes 
on their techniques, their equipment 
and anything else you may notice. 

The shooter who must train at 
home faces a myriad of other prob- 
lems. If he does have access to an 
outdoor range, it is probably too far 
away. Cold weather prevents out- 
door practice for much of the year in 
the North. For the man who works, 
it is usually six in the evening be- 
fore he comes home. In fact, the 
man with family, business and com- 
munity obligations has difficulty 
finding any time in which to train. 
Then there is always the problem of 
cost. Even .22 cal. match ammu- 
nition can get expensive if live train- 
ing is conducted daily. 

These problems can be solved by 
using indoor ranges, air rifle shoot- 
ing and dry firing. Indoor ranges 
are quite common in the Northern 
part of the country and are not usu- 
ally so far out of town. All 50 foot 
training should be done on the A-36 
reduced 50 meter target and in a well 
illuminated range. Indoor shooting 
offers one advantage over outdoor 
shooting since wind is not a factor. 
Though it is important to learn wind 
shooting, trigger control and concen- 
tration on hold can be learned better 
in calm conditions. 

The introduction of target air guns 
into the US has opened up many 
excellent low-cost opportunities for 
home training. The target air rifle 
is capable of minute of angle ac- 
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curacy. The spring and piston sys- 
tem which drives the pellet is slow 
enough that the shooter must con- 
centrate on hold and follow-through. 
The one fear that many shooters have 
in using the air rifle for training is 
that its standard stock and lighter 
weight does not offer good training 
for free rifle shooting. It has been 
my own experience, however, that 
anything learned from air rifle shoot- 
ing is readily transferable. Air rifle 
shooting is particularly good for de- 
veloping holding ability in standing 
position. The great advantage of air 
gun shooting is that no range is need- 
ed. Almost any basement or apart- 
ment will have a clear 10 meters 
somewhere that can be made safe 
for shooting. 

In addition, companies in Western 
Europe are now developing minia- 
air gun target games that exactly 
duplicate the international running 
boar match and the rapid fire silhou- 
ette and center fire pistol events. 
Hammerli of Switzerland now pro- 
duces a CO2 automatic air pistol and 
a 5 meter turning target range that 
can be used for rapid fire training. 
At least two German firms produce 
10 meter air rifle versions of the 
running boar event. 

The most boring and often the 
most productive of the home train- 
ing methods is dry firing. To over- 
come boredom one must constantly 
remind himself of his goal. Only 
when the shooter thinks about what 
he can accomplish through his train- 
ing will dry firing be interesting. 

All that is needed for dry training 
is a well illuminated proportionately 
sized bull at the proper level on the 
other side of the room. With the .22 
rim fire, it is best to use clean empty 
hulls in the chamber to cushion the 
blow of the firing pin. Because no 
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time is lost traveling to the range, 
anyone with a will to improve his 
shooting can find at least 20 or 30 
minutes for daily training sometime 
in the day, even if it is during the 
noon hour or evening TV time. Ex- 
cept for the beginning shooter who 
can also perfect his prone position, 
dry firing should be devoted to kneel- 
ing and standing. Dry firing elimi- 
nates the distractions of the range 
and the recoil and noise of the live 
round. It is thus possible to observe 
hold, trigger pull and follow-through 
defects which happen at or after the 
instant of release as well as to adjust 
the position to develop the steadiest 
hold. 

One big reason why dry firing 
should be part of any training pro- 
gram is that too much live training 
can lead to a careless attitude that 
may carry over into match perform- 
ance. The person who must rely on 
dry training or air rifle training will 
consequently value more highly his 
opportunities to use live ammunition, 
whether in training or in matches, 
and will work harder on each indi- 
vidual shot. 

Ideally, the best home training pro- 
gram will include a combination of 
the training methods I have de- 
scribed. Training from Monday 
through Friday could be divided be- 
tween dry training and air gun shoot- 
ing. Live firing should be done at 
least one day a week, perhaps Satur- 
day or Sunday, in order to check 
training progress. In winter, this 
can be done indoors, but in summer 
a full course at the proper distance 
should be fired one day a week. In 
addition, take advantage of every op- 
portunity to participate in compe- 
tition, whether in international or 
domestic type shooting. 

The isolation of many of our ci- 
vilians from other top shooters poses 
another problem. The result of this 
isolation is that because it is usually 
possible to win local matches with 
much lower scores, the psychological 
standards of these shooters remain 
at a lower level. The task of raising 
these psychological standards, that is, 
the scores that you consider accept- 
able for you, can be done only by 
competing with the best or by keep- 
ing close tabs on what they shoot at 
their matches both here and in other 
countries. A shooter will generally 
be only as good as his competition 
and if this competition is not avail- 
able at home, it must be gained by 
knowing what the best shooters in 
other areas are doing. 

Certainly the improvised methods 
of home training are no substitute 
for real coaching, full range facilities 
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and an unlimited amount of ammu- 
nition and time for training. I would 
be the first to admit that our inter- 
national shooting program or lack of 
it, has consistently overlooked the 
civilian shooter. But, at the same 
time, we must acknowledge that the 
gap between an ideal training situ- 
ation and reality is not as wide as 
we now think it is. In this respect, 
shooting is unique among sports. All 
that is needed in our sport to train 
is a rifle and a few pieces of equip- 
ment. We don’t need a full team, a 
a well equipped gym or a track, etc.; 
all we need is a will to improve. 
Few sports make it so easy to over- 
come the lack of training facilities. 


Single Shot Rifles 
and Actions 


I enjoy keeping new gun books or 
the latest gun magazines on the night 
stand beside my bed. I relax my- 
self to the sleep stage after making 
patients squirm and cringe all day. 
I find reading something associated 
with my hobby relieves my con- 
science, and lets me sleep a happy 
sleep with dreams of future matches. 

Well, I’ve been enjoying the latest 
book on single shot rifles. I know 
too that for some time now the single 
shot action has been my personal 
favorite. I have the feeling that most 
bench rest shooters lean this way. 
My most recent acquisition is a paper 
covered volume in the popular size 
and format of The Gun Digest and it 
is edited by bench rester John Am- 
ber who also edits that publication. 
This book is written by Frank de 
Haas, a name familiar to anyone in 
the gun field. He has authored arti- 
cles in various gun magazines — The 
American Rifleman, Shooting Times 
and Gun Digest to name but a few. 
In this new publication “Single Shot 
Rifles and Actions” he discusses more 
than sixty single shot rifles and 
actions. It is truly more than a dis- 
cussion of the actions. There is his- 
tory of the gun, there is history of 
the company that manufactured the 
gun, there is data about the inventors, 
there is information of various per- 
formances by the guns. The material 
is presented in a fashion that makes 
the book interesting to read, and yet 
it is factual to a point where a gun- 
smith working with these old (and 
new) actions will find the book a 
valuable reference. There are cross 
section, detailed drawings, as well 
as exploded drawings of the actions 
showing the various parts and their 
relation one to the other. These are 


accompanied by legends naming the 
specific parts. There are, as well, 
pictures of the various guns. 

In particular there are several 
pages of barrel shank specifications. 
These are in the form of line draw- 
ings, both side and breech end views. 
This should prove of real value to 
one who might have to fit barrels to 
these actions, or to the collector who 
might need the information to identi- 
fy a barrel. Measurements are taken 
directly from the barrels or actions 
of the guns pictured. Also as refer- 
ence material is a good bibliography. 

I might point out that the actions 
go from the Sharps to Ruger’s latest 
single shot. It includes foreign as 
well as American made guns. 

All in all I have not only enjoyed 
reading the book, but I intend to 
keep it in my gun library as refer- 
ence material for future use. In 
other words I feel it is a book worth 
having. A. H. Garcelon 


About the Cover 


40X BR Sporter Cal. 6mm x 47 - 10!/2 lb - 
stainless barrel - 1.2’ dia. tapered to 
95" - barrel length 20" - Trigger is a 
2 ounce Rem. - Telescope is the NEW 
REM. 20X, 1614" long, 18 oz., mounted on 
pepe iupe and has a 7.2 foot field at 100 
yds. 


WHY NOT? 


See before you buy? As a limited 
trial offer we'll send you our current 
issue for $1.00, which includes post- 
age and handling. 


See for yourself why The HAND- 
LOADER is read by both novices and 
The HANDLOADER covers 
metallic & shotshell reloading with 


pros. 


authoritative articles, bench tips, pull- 
no-punches product tests, pet loads, 


etc. — all written by known experts. 


Back issues are available in limited 
supply at $1.00 each. Check with 
your local gun shop. Send $4.00 for 
one year—or $1.00 for special sample 


offer. 


The HANDLOADER 


Dept. PS, Route 4, Box 3482 
Peoria, Illinois 61614 
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dl : 
Betty Summerall Duncan 


What more propitious time to take 
ananalytical look at your shooting 
techniques than during this off- 
season? Many of you have been ex- 
perimenting and are busy polishing 
up the ragged edges before traveling 
to Florida or Arizona. Others of you 
are, perhaps, eagerly awaiting the 
spring thaw to test some new ideas 
outdoors. 

If you have encountered problems 
or have questions pertaining to any 
phase of smallbore shooting, direct 
your inquiries to “Random Shots”. 
They will receive the full treatment 
in our new SHOOTING CLINIC — of- 
fered exclusively for P.S. readers. 


Just as every champion has custom 
tailored his shooting techniques to 
suit his individual requirements, so 
must the newer shooter be aware 
that it is necessary to experiment to 
determine what works best for him. 
Even top shooters give constant at- 
tention to perfecting their techniques 

. checking out new theories and 
equipment. The Random Shots Shoot- 
ing Clinic, therefore, could prove as 
interesting to Masters as to those on 
their way up. 

A panel of champion shooters will 
thoroughly explore varying aspects 
of each topic requested. Those whom 


paper 1. New catalog full of facts and information on 
; 3 6 our complete line of shotgun and rifle stocks 
B p — FREE from your Dealer or send 25c for 
mailing fee to: 


I have already contacted are enthusi- 
astic over this opportunity to doctor 
the shooting ills of lesser shooters 
and to analyze the finer points of 
competitive shooting. I am confident 
that other well-known winners will 
also be happy to cooperate. Shoot 
your questions to us... then, stand 
by for the flurry of diverse con- 
clusions which certain subjects are 
certain to evoke. 


It is an admirable quality and the 
mark of a true champion to unselfish- 
ly devote time to promoting and 
bettering the game as a whole. How 
fortunate we are that Gary Anderson 
is that caliber of champion! ... and 
others who share their knowledge so 
freely. 

* * * 

Our octogenarians are such an in- 
spiration! Every December on his 
birthday, Jesse Grigg goes out to the 
Springfield, Illinois, range to fire a 
400 with irons. It’s a matter of princi- 
ple with him, and neither snow nor 
sleet interferes with the annual ritu- 
al. On his 82nd birthday, which he 
recently celebrated, Jesse didn’t get 
the breaks and had to settle (tempo- 
rarily) for a 398-30X at 50-yds. Con- 
ditions: temperature barely above 
freezing, a strong, cold wind, and “as 
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By BETTY SUMMERALL DUNCAN 


always, a bad mirage running.” The 
story, however, has a happy ending. 
Not one to be easily discouraged, 
Jesse made another attempt on De- 
cember 16. In 34-degree temperature, 
he was still hot enough for a 400-29X 
—an achievement for anyone in that 
weather. It was doubly significant 
for Jesse as it also meant that his 
optical experiments were successful. 
But, no details now as I am urging 
him to set forth his findings in an 
article for P.S. He has made a num- 
ber of worthwhile technical contri- 
butions in the past as regular readers 
will recall. 


Frank Kahrs shoots smallbore from 
the bench on Monday nights at the 
Clearwater Rifle Club, of which he 
is secretary-treasurer. While he was 
pouring them in for a 400-31X the 
other night, Bill Schweitzer tele- 
phoned him from Palm Beach. Bob 
Sinclaire and Bill get in some shoot- 
ing when Schweitzer is in town —a 
pleasant way to keep in touch. An- 
other member of the Florida colony 
(also not 80-ish) is Frank Wyman, 
who gets over to Clearwater from 
Tampa each Tuesday to visit old 
friends. 

* * * 

Speaking of Tampa, it was there at 
the Cigar City 3200 on Pearl Harbor 
weekend that young Barbara Hamp- 
son won the admiration of all hands. 

Major Jim Hinkle, USMCR, went 
down from Atlanta with his son, 
Steve, joining three other members 
of the USMCR team. Jim dropped 
more points in those two days than 
he did during the entire 1968 shoot- 
ing year. Karl Kenyon still had his 
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prone rifle, the 40X, so he decided 
to shoot his Anschutz position rifle, 
which proved to be a mistake. It 
shoots well at 50-meters, but he’s 
never fired it at 100-yds. The barrel 
has a “beautiful ring” in it and is not 
glass bedded. When Hinkle began to 
get a group somewhat larger than 
the 10-ring at 100-yds iron, he was 
perturbed, to say the least. 

The Metallic Aggregate went to Dr. 
Floyd P. Archer’s 1598-125X over Bar- 
bara Hampson’s 1594-112X, R. Ner- 
sesian’s 1594-90X, a 1593-94X by Ko- 
berg, USMCR, an Expert. Marine re- 
servist R. Mottram had 1592-102X for 
38rd Master, while Bonnie Hampson 
was 2X’s behind for 2nd Expert. 

Individual match winners were: 
50-yds iron—Doc Archer, 400-38X; 
50-meters — Hinkle, 399-32; Dewar — 
Barbara Hampson, 399-32X; 100 yds. 
— Archer, 400-32X. 

For the Any Sight day, Hinkle bor- 
rowed Doc Archer’s spare BSA and 
prayed for a hurricane. His wish al- 
most materialized when a cold front 
went through accompanied by 30 mph 
frosty winds out of the north. Scope 
scores were extremely low. 

Expert D. Gay took the 50-yd with 
the only 400, X-count 23. At 50- 
meters C. A. Crone had the only pos- 
sible — 400-34X. Our old friend, C. H. 
“Bob” Kline, of Lock Haven, Pa., 
won the Dewar — 399-30X .. . while 
Hinkle took the 100-yd with a reveal- 
ing 396-19. 

W. Fowler was high in the Any 
Sight Aggregate, scoring 1588-103X. 
Hinkle did so well with the borrowed 
rifle that he was runner-up with 
1586-92X, and nearly caught the field 
in the Grand. Barbara Hampson’s 
1585-88X was good for 2nd Master, 
followed by Bob Kline’s 1583-99X and 
Williamson’s 1583-77X. Another old 
friend competing was Charlie Morris 
of Pittsburgh. 

Barbar Hampson has been con- 
_ sistently at or near the top since 
_ Kenneth Recker, of Winter Haven, 
installed his barrel tuner on her 
BSA. “She is a fine, young shooter,” 
remarked Jim Hinkle. “We all were 
left in her wake.’ 

Barbara’s margin of victory was 
3179-200X to Doc Archer’s 3177-226X. 
Hinkle placed third — 3175-205X, fol- 
lowed by Nersesian’s 3173-182X and 
Kline’s 3172-188X. Bonnie Hampson, 
_ Barbara’s younger sister, scored 3163- 
173X for Hi Expert, while Richard 
~ Mahlum, USMCR, of Tampa, ran away 
4 with SS honors, totaling 3149-157X. 
The Hampson sisters learned to 
- shoot on Doc Archer’s Homestead 
range. Doc is another advocate of 
_ Kenny Recker’s tuner. 
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About the National Smallbore Com- 
puter Matches program— 


It is understood that some competi- 


tors are unable to accept cash awards. — 


If they will so designate at the time 
of making application, an acceptable 
substitution will be made. 

Every effort is being made to as- 
sure uniformity of conditions, even 
to designating a uniform scoring 
guage — one allowing no tolerance. 


In reply to a question, there is no 
provision in the award schedule for 
tournament aggregates. The program 
consists of individual matches which 
are averaged for the annual NSCM 
Aggregate and jackpot awards. 

Don’t delay in making application 
through an NSCM affiliated club! 
And, let’s spread the good word to 
all our friends. They wouldn’t ap- 
preciate being left out! 


President’s Corner 


I hope all you bench rest competi- 
tors read Bob Hart’s article, “Family 
Problems”, in the February Precision 
Shooting. I heartily concur with 
such thinking. We see fewer “heavy 
rifle’ competitors every year. We 
have come to a point where some 
action should be taken to try to re- 
vive heavy rifle shooting. 


Let us suppose we conducted all 
heavy bench rest rifle matches in 
restricted rest class only for a period 
of two years. Can this program be 
detrimental in any way? I don’t 
think so! Is this any kind of a handi- 
cap to experimentalists? Most un- 
likely, particularly when one con- 
siders the very similar group and 
aggregate records of the Restricted 
and Unrestricted classes. Will we 
lose competitors in this class? Again, 
it’s doubtful. Shooters who have 
been using rifles with unrestricted 
features and rests will fall back on 
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earlier design rifles suitable for sand 
bag or restricted rests. 

I have enough optimism to believe 
that many former heavy rifle com- 
petitors and many new competitors 
will enter such matches with en- 
thusiasm. 

Conducting heavy rifle matches for 
restricted rest class only will simpli- 
fy tournament procedures, eliminat- 
ing the need for separate entry fees, 
aggregates, etc. I ask that you dis- 
cuss this proposal within your local 
clubs and express your views in Pre- 
cision Shooting. With enough sup- 
port, your NBRSA Directors can act 
accordingly. 

Raymond G. Speer 
President, NBRSA, 1969 


FEDERAL FIREARMS Licensed Dealers: 
Write for sensational offerings most popu- 
lar military rifles-ammo. Send certified 
copy FFL. Century Arms, Inc., St. Albans, 
Vermont 05478. 


RIFLE TELESCOPES 


“MAGNUM CLAMP’’ 


for °4”, %" and 1” tube sizes 


Features: 


e Wider and Heavier Construction 
© Positive Tightening 
e Easy Installation 
e Attractive Appearance 


SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $4.75—(Any Size). 


Our catalog upon request 


JOHN UNERTL OPTICAL CO. 


3551-55 East St. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 15241 
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OF BULLETS 


Part II 


and Bullet Making 


Early bench resters, in their quest 
for smaller groups turned to making 
their own bullets. The dies used 
were rather crude and slow by to- 
day’s standards but did improve over 
available bullets. A major advance 
was made when some of the bench 
resters persuaded Ray Biehler and 
Walt Astles, faculty members of the 
Rochester Technical Institute, to pro- 
duce the dies (no longer available) 
which, many years later, are still the 
standard of comparison. Currently 
produced dies incorporate no basic 
changes from the B&A design. One 
improvement, carbide die inserts, are 
offered by some makers. Almost 
wear proof, after a lifetime of use 
bullets will be the same size. Steel 
dies wear about one ten thousandth 
of an inch for each ten thousand 
bullets made and probably should be 
replaced after each thirty thousand 
bullets. Whether the carbide die pro- 


duces a better bullet appears to be a 


THE NEW AND UNIQUE SELF-IDENTIFYING 
PRIMER PACK, “THE QUICK-PICK PAK.” A 
SAFETY FEATURE WHICH ALLOWS QUICK 
SELECTION OF PRIMERS TO PREVENT 
MIXING OF TYPES ON YOUR LOADING 
BENCH. ANOTHER CONVENIENCE FOR 
THE HANDLOADER . . . FROM CCI. 


SEE YOUR LOCAL CCI DEALER OR WRITE 
FOR FREE BROCHURE 


OMARK-CCI Inc. 


PO. Box 856 
LEWISTON, IDAHO 83501 


Sporting Equipment Q OMARK 


INDUSTRIES 


matter of some controversy. Com- 
mercial bullet manufacturers have 
greatly improved their quality in the 
past few years. Many shooters (with 
selection) shoot commercial bullets 
with complete satisfaction. Others 
not only enjoy bullet making but feel 
that the individual attention each 
bullet gets results in an improved 
product. One famous shooter is so 
meticulous that he dislikes to waste 
his good bullets on a warm-up target. 


THE TOOLS 


1. A GOOD press. Commonly used 
are the heavier loading presses, the 
“O” type preferred for its lesser 
spring. The “C” type is satisfactory 
if a strap of steel bar is connected be- 
tween the hinge lugs for the primer 
seated arm and the lugs for the pri- 
mer feed tube. This strap must not 
be sloppy, i.e. play in the pin holes. 
The best arrangement is to drill 
through the lugs and strap, ream and 
insert a taper pin. It should be un- 
necessary to caution that the second 
hole should not be drilled until the 
first pin is in place. This strap on 
one of my presses reduced bullet 
indication by as much as .0003”. The 
“QUALITY” of the press is empha- 
sized because it is important that the 
ram and the die body threads be in 
alignment. As there is no easy way 
to measure this alignment the best 
assurance of quality workmanship is 
a well known make. I have found 
the RCBS Jr. and the standard Pacific 
(strapped) satisfactory for .22 cal., 


Another in a series of shooting infor- 
mation articles begun in the February 
isue of PS. 


By W. H. PURCELL 


* 


somewhat light for 6mm and entirely 
too light for larger calibers. The 
RCBS A2 and the large Pacific have 
proved satisfactory for .30 cal. and 
greatly reduce the effort with .22 cal. 
as compared with the lighter presses. 
The ram should be a good fit in the 
press body, sloppiness may result in 
anicked punch. The ram should stop 
at and not go past top dead center. 


2. A set of three dies, described 
later. Boat tail bullets, not discussed 
here, require more. 


3. A micrometer with a ball anvil 
(the type used for measuring tubing 
wall thickness) to check jackets. A 
stop should be provided so that all 
measurements are the same distance 
from the mouth of the jacket. If 
only the base of the jacket, the most 
important measurement is taken, the 
jacket bottom serves as a stop. De- 
vices using a dial indicator have been 
used but I have found they require 
extreme care to avoid error. To 
avoid the cost of a one purpose mi- 
crometer a fitting attached to a regu- 
lar micrometer frame works well. 


4. A core wire cutter. These can 
usually be found at dealers in pistol 
shooters’ supplies. 


5. A one inch micrometer, prefer- 
ably measuring in tenths of 
thousandths. Avoid the half inch, 
they are difficult to hold. 


“6. Powder scales weighing to a 
tenth grain, 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


Stainless and Chrome Moly barrels 


Laminated Walnut Stocks 


Action Sleeves 


Barreled Actions 


Free Brochure 


Discounts to Dealers 


4510 HARRINGTON RD., IRVING, TEXAS 75060 
Phone 214 BLS 6224 
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THE MATERIALS 


1. Lead wire for cores appears to 
come in three grades, poor, very poor 
and downright awful. This being a 
family magazine we have tempered 
our language but you will know what 
I mean when you examine your first 
batch. I know not for what purpose 
this wire is principally used but it 
certainly is not a precision one. Most 
is full of nicks and gouges which 
must be cut out. Some shooters have 
made a draw die to size the wire and 
remove these nicks. Some of the 
minor nicks and scratches are re- 
moved in the extruding process. Ex- 
perience only will show which ones 
must be cut out. Wire sizes used 


are: 
Cal. Diam. 
22 1875” 
6mm .200” 
.30 250” 


Be sure the wire is unalloyed lead; 
a hardened lead can cause die break- 
age. 


2. At this writing the major, per- 
haps the only source of copper alloy 
jackets for the home bullet maker is 
Sierra. Beautiful little jewels of mass 
manufacture, they are extremely uni- 
form within and from batch to batch. 
Of course we would like to have them 
so precise that we could measure 
only zero tolerance. It is quite possi- 
ble, in this age of space technology, 
to do just this but we would not like 
the price. In ten years and thousands 
of bullets I have had only one carton 
of jackets which did not measure up 
to bench rest standards. Even they 
made splendid woodchuck bullets. So 
if such a carton should turn up let’s 
not grouse but be grateful our needs 
are so well supplied. 

While other forms of jackets have 
been made most, if not all, of today’s 
jackets are made with a uniform, in- 
side taper from base to the jacket 
mouth. The purpose is to provide a 
thinner jacket wall from the rear of 
the ogive to the point, the area in 
which the greatest deformation of 
the jacket takes place during the final 
swaging which forms the point. 

Measuring jacket diameter shows 
they are about .002” to .003” smaller 
than the final bullet to accommodate 
the expanding up process. described 
later. 

During the jacket manufacturing 
process great care has been taken to 
work harden the copper to the cor- 
rect degree of temper required to 
cause the jacket to grip the core tight- 
ly. Under no circumstances should 
jackets be annealed. 
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THE STEPS IN 
BULLET MAKING 
1. PREPARATION OF 
THE CORES 
The lead wire is thoroughly 
scrubbed with oil moistened steel 
wool to remove dirt, corrosion and 
minor scratches. It should be un- 


necessary to caution against the use 
of abrasive. I have found motor oil 
satisfactory for this purpose. Wiped 
dry, sufficient oil remains for satis- 
factory core extrusion. Cut in con- 
venient lengths and rolled between 
two clean boards to straighten, it is 


(Next page please) 


FOR THE SHOOTER BY A SHOOTER 


Mark III BSA .22 Target Rifle— 


HEAVYWEIGHT 1412# or LIGHTWEIGHT 
12#BSA For Right Hand or Left Hand Shooter 


It Is Supreme —It Is Accurate 


BSA MARK III RIFLE W/Scope Bases 
& Rear Base for the Freeland Tube 
réar siGht):.22<-4. 226 245.00 


FSA Jumbo Type Fore 
End Stop, mention 


rifle, from 
SBR-1 Standard 


Benchrest Stand 
w 


@. 


———— 5.75 


AAT All Angle Tripod, 
mention scope, gray 
or green —______---~ 20.75 


C-H X100 MAGNIFYING 
-22 Cal. scoring gauge; 
will not damage the 


shot hole ____ 


#1 Standard MR Cairo 
Palm Rest, aluminum 21.50 


186 - Midcentury cuff 
Combination 


or green —_~-__~__-_ 23.75 


Freeland Sling Keeper, 


a fine necessity 


ZT ZOOM AA Tripod for ZOOM 


SCOPE: lug =—=---————--____- === 20.75 
SWISS TYPE WOODEN “‘grooved’”’ 

Palm Rest, mention rifle _-____---~ 21.50 
FSB JUMBO fore-end stop Q/WD 

swivel & stud, mention gun —_____~ 9.50 
184 DELUXE CUFF & QD Hook, 

give arm circumference —-~~~~-~~— 6.25 
FREELAND TUBE REAR SIGHT, 

mention rifle and front sight __---_ 46.50 


(Adapter base for Freeland Tube 
sight if needed $4.50) 


Freeland Kneeling Roll ~~-----~~~~~ 6.00 


Freeland cleaning guide for 
Anschutz, Win. & 40X 


Freeland ‘‘AR’”’ shooting mat, 
70" long es 31.00 


Standard loading dies, set (Mention caliber) 


FREELAND AF-55 Canvas Target 


rifle case, specify length _________ 22.00 
Rig scoring gauge for .177, .22, 

<80;..82. 07 45: Cals 2 ee 2.50 
MARK TIME PISTOL TIMER ~_~_-_~~~ 8.50 
Lyman SUPERTARGETSPOT 

SCOPE 15-20 or 25X ~-------~~~ 135.00 


#10-A EAR PROTECTORS ~~~~-~-- 11.00 
LEE LOADER, Mention Caliber 

and ‘Ga. (NOT 10 ga.) "~~~... 9.95 
Standard R or P Reloading dies, set __13.50 


LYMAN 310 Tool, for 1 caliber ____16.50 
REDDING ‘“‘MASTER” Powder and 
Bullet scale. ——~-.+—~—-.-=--—u~— 16.50 
Redfield Olympic rear sight, 
less DRE: ja eee 22.95 
Redfield Olympic front sight, 
lesa ‘base no snoosecec eee 11.95 
tt a ge a a eee 13.50 


ALL GUNS, RELOADING NEEDS, HUNTING & TARGET & SPOTTING SCOPES, 
SCORE BOOKS, DIOPTERS, ETC. 


Prices and Descriptions subject to change without notice 


Write us for all your Gun, Scope, Mount, Sight and Reloading Needs. 
Freeland and BSA Pamphlets Free — Send $1.00 for General Catalogue 


FREELAND’S SCOPE STANDS, INC. 


Al Freeland, Nationally Known Rifleman 


3737 14th Ave. 


ROCK ISLAND, ILL. 61201 
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ANIFE 


FIG.4 
CORE-WI/IRE CUTTER 


cut in the core cutter to lengths which 
weigh 2 to 3 grains more than the 
desired weight of the finished bullet 
less the weight of the jacket. 

For the benefit of those who may 
wish to construct their own core cut- 
ter a sketch of the B&A design is 
shown in Fig. 1. Iam indebted to Ray 
Biehler and Walt Astles for generous- 
ly permitting reproductions from one 
of their brochures to illustrate these 
articles. It should be noted that the 
shear edge of the knife is a right 
angle to prevent crushing the core 
slug. 

The core, as it comes from the cut- 
ter, varies in weight and form. If 
seated in a jacket, such cores make 
imperfect contact with the jacket. To 
correct these imperfections the slug 
is processed through a forming die 
which gives almost perfectly uniform 
weight and shape. 


Fig. 2 is a cross section of the core 
forming die. Excess lead is extruded 
from the bleed holes. That portion 
of the insert cavity between the end 
of the knock out pin at the base of 
the plunger and a point slightly be- 
low the bleed holes is tapered to fit 
the jacket taper. The remainder of 
the insert cavity is a straight cylinder. 
This permits only one base punch to 
make cores of varying weights. The 
end of the knock out pin is recessed 
so that the core fits the interior base 
of the jacket. It is desirable that the 
core dimension be such that when it 
it pressed into the jacket it be just 
tight enough to stick in the jacket as 
it touches bottom. It could be as- 
sumed that, due to the impossibility 
of exactly mating the core and jacket, 
some air would be retained. Section- 
ing of a core seated jacket shows 
practically perfect contact when the 
die has been carefully built to pro- 
vide a good match betwee core and 
jacket. 

Mention has been made of the need 
to lubricate the slugs before core 
forming. The slugs, however, if they 
carry excessive lubrication can cause 
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a small amount of oil to build up in 
the cavity of the knock out pin. This 
results in an indentation on the base 
of the formed core. While not likely 
to be so large as to be disastrous, 
good practice suggests they should 
be avoided. 

Unless the knock out pin and the 
base punch have been lapped to a 
medium push fit in the die insert, 
fins of lead will be formed at the 
ends of the core. These are inexcus- 
able in a new die but unfortunately 
dies wear and after much use such 
fins may form. If quite small I doubt 
that they have any serious effect on 
bullet performance. It is easy to re- 
move them by twisting in the fingers. 

As the cores are extruded it is 
often observed (particularly with an 
unstrapped “C” press) that the lead 
continues to extrude after the press 
ram has reached top dead center. 
This can occur, even in the heaviest 
“O” press when forming .30 eal. 
cores. The remedy is a short kick or 
two of the press handle. The cause 
is spring of the press and not, as one 
time advanced, growth of the lead. 

There are two schools of thought 
as to whether the lubricant which 


CORE 


yx BLEED 
HOLES 


CAVITY 
INSERT 


BASE 
PUNCH 
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HOLOER 
FIG. 2 
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still remains on the core should be 
removed. For that reason we must 
move forward to the point when, 
after seating the cores, the points are 
formed. As the points are swaged 
the lead flows along the inside wall 
of the jacket toward the point. 
Friction between the lead and the 
jacket exerts a stretching force on 
the jacket. Those who advocate leav- 
ing the jackets lubricated believe this 
reduces deformation of the jacket and 
makes a better bullet. Advocates of 
degreasing believe that by degreas- 
ing the lead and copper adhere to- 
gether more firmly by a cold solder- 
ing process. I have been unable to 
detect any difference in the perform- 
ance of bullets made by either 
method. 

Degreasing has been done in a va- 
riety of ways, the use of cleaning 
solvent, carbon tetrachloride (highly 
toxic), detergent in water and by 
boiling in a detergent solution. The 
latter, leaving a white powdery film 
on the core, is definitely not recom- 
mended. I prefer cleaning solvent as 
it is cheap, readily available, evapo- 
rates rapidly and is relatively non- 
toxic. As finished, the cores are 
bright and shiny. To prevent oxi- 
dation I like to core seat immediately. 
If that is not possible they should be 
stored in airtight containers. Non- 
degreased cores will build up a sur- 
face film much more rapidly than 
the degreased ones. 


(Next month, seating the cores 
and swaging the points) 
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The nucleus of the outfit for the 
serious smallbore shooter, whether 
beginner or veteran, must be a good 
rifle. Too often we encounter the 
attitude on the part of the beginner 
or his advisor, that almost any sort 
of gun will do to start with. So in 
due course, the guy with the bum 
gun, being short on patience and long 
on frustration, says to heck with it 
and chucks the whole idea. Actually 
there are so many other variables to 
contend with that it is essential to 
_ at least know that the rifle is capable 
of grouping well inside the ten ring 
at all ranges. 


The search for accuracy does not 
end with a good barrel, for it will 
require good ammunition, and since 
there is some variation between lots 
of all ammunition, there is the prob- 
lem of mating the ammunition to the 
barrel. This is accomplished by ob- 
taining samples of several lots from 
a supplier and then testing by firing 
several ten or twenty shot groups 
under the best possible conditions of 
wind and light at both fifty and one 
hundred yards. I test at both ranges, 
for I have found that sometimes the 
lot which is excellent at the long 
range may not be quite so hot at the 
short. In the present Critchfield 
course of fire, 624% of the shots 
are fired at the short ranges, so it is 
apparent that accuracy is required 
here. My best test sessions usually 
are in the first hour of usable light 
_ in the morning and the last hour in 
the evening. Experience has proved 
tome that there is no shortcut to the 
solution of this problem. Test tun- 
nels and machine firing devices, even 
sand bags and bench rests will not 
_ give me the entire answer. Too often 
Ihave been fooled by such devices, 
only to find that groups fired under 
normal prone conditions with no arti- 


_ LaFayette, New York, R. D. #2 
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Beginner's Notes 


By HERB HOLLISTER 
Smallbore Technical Editor 


ficial support failed to agree with 
conclusions reached in the test tun- 
nel. 

The above also pertains to the 
matter of barrel stabilization with a 
bedding device. Some smallbore bar- 
rels shoot well free floating but prob- 
ably the majority seem to group more 
consistently with some pressure ap- 
plied at the front of the fore-end. 
So here again it is a matter of trial 
and error or cut and try. All testing 
should be carefully evaluated and re- 
corded, for unfortunately it is not 
uncommon to find that today’s eu- 
phoria turns out to be tomorrow’s 
headache! The tournament shooter 
who is in the game to stay is apt to 
have from one to several spare guns, 
but no matter how many in his 
stable, he will always have one pet 
as a standard of comparison. His 
testing will be in the direction of 
developing a second gun which will 
equal or exceed his best. Guns do 
go sour and sometimes they’ll do so 
right in the middle of the word “it”. 
That’s when it’s nice to have a spare 
along. 

If the above sounds too grim for 
the beginner, he should take comfort 
in the knowledge that the necessary 
test sessions for the purpose of stabi- 
lizing his gun and ammo combination 
are at the same time developing his 
holding ability and trigger control, 
as well as his best prone position. 
So possibly we should discard en- 
tirely the term “practice session”, 
and think only in terms of continued 
testing, ad infinitum! 

Part of the fun in any sport is the 
acquisition and use of the many 
gadgets which are available to the 
devotee, whether it be golf, fishing, 
skiing, boating, mountain climbing or 
shooting. I suppose I’m one of the 
worst gadgeteers around, but when it 


PRECISION STAYNLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 


Blanks in calibers .224, 6mm, 6.5 mm, 7mm and .25 and .30 calibers available. 
also .22 rim fire blanks. 
For prices and particulars, write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 
Telephone Tully, N. Y. Area 315 NX 6-5624 
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Herb Hollister 


comes to tournament competition, I 
try to keep things as simple as possi- 
ble. There is that matter of the 
physiological change which occurs 
when the individual finds himself 
under the pressure of competition, 
and he discovers that some things 
don’t work quite like they did in 
practice; so he sticks with the items 
of equipment which have been tried 
and found to be the best under fire. 
Changes must be made of course if 
(Next page please) 


A PRECISION CARTRIDGE 


PRIMING TOOL 


WITH “MECHANICAL” PRIMER FEED 


A rapid, efficient tool that will auto- 
matically insert primers with great ac- 


curacy in both rifle and pistol cases. 


Each shell holder will handle two sizes 
of case heads. 


Priced at $28.80 (allow postage for 5 
lbs. and insurance) which includes shell 
holder, two priming rods (large and 
small), magazine tube, loading tube, 
sorting tray, instructions. 


Standard shell holder for .38 Spl. and 
30-06. Extra shell holders (two cal.) for 
$2.00. 


This cartridge priming tool allows you 
to clean and to inspect the all important 
primer pocket YET SPEND NO MORE 
TIME AT THE LOADING BENCH. 
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the equipment in use at any time 
fails to produce results. Bill Tilden 
used to say that he would never 
change a winning game, but would 
always change a losing game. The 
trick here is to make the right move 
promptly, because in smallbore com- 
petition, where winning may depend 
upon one point out of 3200 or 6400, 
or even an X, the decision to change 
guns or sight apertures, for instance, 
is often made after the damage is 
done. 

Essential accessories in the small- 
bore shooter’s kit are iron sights and 
a target scope, sling, cartridge block, 
stop watch, Tums and a bottle of 
Aspirin. A shooting jacket and glove, 
shooting mat or ground cloth, plus a 
box or bag to contain and transport 
the gear completes the outfit. A wide 
selection of these items is offered by 
our excellent suppliers, and I won’t 
go into the matter of preference be- 
tween brand names. In this area 
there are probably as many different 
ideas among shooters as there are 


shooters. It’s just up to the indi- 
vidual’s requirements and preference. 
Ample advice is available at any 
tournament, and it is a tradition of 
the sport that the experienced shoot- 
er will take the time and trouble to 
answer serious questions honestly 
and fully. 

After the gear is finally assembled, 
and test sessions have started 
changes should be made slowly and 
one at a time in order that results 
may be evaluated correctly. Much 
can be learned from a review of the 
notes made after each shooting 
session, and from a careful study of 
all groups fired in that session. Any 
questions? 
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25 lb. spools lead wire, 3/16”, .240” & 
5/16” dia. ENCLOSE Stamped Envelope for 
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KENRU Reloading Service 

166 Normandy Ave. 

Rochester, New York 14619 
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More on Family Problems 


By BERNICE E. McMULLEN 
607 West Line Street 
Minerva, Ohio 44657 


Bob Hart wrote a very timely and 
factual report on the heavy bench 
rifle for the February issue of Pre- 
cision Shooting. Since I go back al- 
most as far as Bob as a member of 
NBRSA, I thought I might add a few 
comments. I agree wholeheartedly 
that the welfare of the heavy bench 
class depends on NBRSA members 
and NBRSA affiliated clubs, since 
these were the cause of the ills of 
this class. 

When I first started to attend 
matches there was a good feeling of 
comradeship along with very keen 
competition to see who could take 
home the lion’s share of the match 
fees. Yes, we all entered the matches 
knowing that we paid the fees and 
if we weren’t good enough to win 
we lost our money to the fellow who 
could shoot a smaller group than we 
could. 

At this time my home range (Reed’s 
Run, Augusta, Ohio), was just getting 
started and didn’t really know what 
it was all about. Our shooters went 
to the shoots and naturally got beat, 
lost their dollars and spent the trip 
home kidding one another about lick- 
ing their wounds, but at the same 
time planning what they could do to 
their rifles to do better at the next 
match. They watched the fellows 
who were doing the winning and 
observed the equipment used. They 
came home and burned some mid- 
night oil working on their rifles and 
equipment. They re-chambered, re- 
crowned, re-bedded, worked on trig- 
gers and did general overhaul jobs 
and went back to the next match, to 
try again. By trial and error their 
difficulties seemed to lessen and the 
day came when the “Reed Runners”, 
as they were called, had to be reck- 
oned with. It wasn’t long until the 
ones who had been winning the 
match fees began to lose and some 
new names crept into the winners’ 
lists. Then began the undercurrent 
of gripes against shooting for money. 
The first change was made to allow 
some who said, “I’m not in this for 
the money. I want to shoot for record 
only.” 

It was close to this time that a 
young boy entered competition and 
due to the fact that his father felt he 
might one day want to enter scho- 
lastic sports introduced the idea of 
allowing youngsters to compete with- 


out entering the match fees compe- 
tition. This man by no means want- 
ed the match fees eliminated. To 
further this ill still more, it was de- 
cided to allow members over 65 
years of age and perhaps living on 
a pension to shoot without entering 
money competition. This kept on 
until the money was dropped entire- 
ly. At a particular match there were 
only four registered to shoot for 
money and the club returned these 
fees to the shooters before the match 
started, thus striking the final blow. 

Bench rest shooting is far from an 
amateur sport and where does one 
find a professional sport without the 
involvement of money? 

We have a new club this year want- 
ing to get some registered shoots, but 
they can’t understand not having 
match fees. 

The directors of NBRSA have al- 
ways tried to do things for the good 
of the organization and so have more 
or less gone along with the whims, 
until the heavy bench class has be- 
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come, not a contest of shooter, rifle 
and ammo against shooter, rifle and 
ammo — but a contest of shooter, 
rifle and ammo against the precision 
made gadgets of gunsmiths, me- 
chanics, tool and die makers and the 
patience of a shooter who only needs 
to twitch his finger. In a lot of cases 
this same fellow does a whale of a 
good job on a sand-bag. 

This bitter division of the heavy 
rifle class has brought us to the 
place where anyone competing in 
the National Championship Matches, 
needs to have top-notch equipment 
for both rest classes so that he may 
enter competition in the class he 
feels best to enter on the particular 
days of the matches. 

I’ve heard varmint shooters state 
(in fact, some have stated to me) 


GRIPS BULLETS ALL-AROUND! 
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blued steel; no plastic parts. Fits wide 
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that, the heavy class has got to go. 
The pet complaint is that, quote, 
“They are horning-in on the Var- 
mint Class.” These varmint shoot- 
ers better get their facts straight. 
The heavy bench rifle is the mother 
of bench shooting. Varmint classes 
were innovated as one of the 
measures taken by the directors in 
the hope that it would help enlarge 
NBRSA. As it happened some of the 
heavy rifle shooters turned to var- 
mint shooting thinking this would 
help more. 

I was here for the growing pains 
of NBRSA and happen to think that 
all is not lost and that no one needs 
to sound a death knell. I have a very 
firm convection that if we were to 
revert to the original method of run- 
ning matches, including the match 
fees, and all competitors firing 
against one another without classes, 
we can again grow and have large 
shoots. Granted, the handling of 
match fees makes a little more work 
for the clubs, but if they got larger 
attendance wouldn’t they be well 
paid for their work by getting more 
registration fees? 

This is written in the hopes of 
starting some of our members think- 
ing and then acting. 

The figures missing from Bob’s 
chart on National Championship 
Match attendance are: 

1954 at Custer 101 
1955 at Johnstown 161 
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Still More !! 
By BRUNON V. BOROSZEWSKI 


The Heavy Benchrest Class has de- 
clined over the years and we should 
try to revive it. But I disagree that 
the two classes of rest permitted in 
this class are the cancer that is spell- 
ing its doom. The rules as they now 
stand permit either type of rest. The 
shooter has his choice of one or the 
other or both rests. The rules do not 
discriminate and are equal to all com- 
petitors. The competitor to meet all 
weather conditions of the match 
should be prepared to shoot either 
rest as conditions require. If he 
limits himself to one or the other 
type of rest he is handicapping him- 
self. This is not a fault of the rules. 

I’ve always belonged to the Sand- 
bag group. I must confess I never 
felt that I did not have a fair chance. 
I am sure that the great majority of 
shooters, either Sandbaggers or Iron 
Monster resters, never felt that they 
did not have a fair chance. 

The problem with the heavy bench 
gun results from a natural tendency 


to take the more practicable way out. 
Originally a benchrester had to go to 
the heavy benchrest rifle to be com- 
petitive in the game. There were no 
varmint, sporter or hunter classes. 
As these limited classes developed, 
he could be competitive in bench- 
rest shooting with a relatively con- 
ventional and otherwise useful rifle. 
So, many of the benchresters adapted 
the techniques learned with the 
heavy benchrest gun and went into 
(Next page please) 


NEW! 


J-B NON-IMBEDDING 
BORE CLEANING 
COMPOUND 


Especially compounded for 
the removal of lead, metal 
and powder fouling from 
rifles, pistols, shotguns, 
Guaranteed to improve ac- 
curacy — will not harm 
finest bore. 


2-OUNCE JAR 
$1.50 POSTPAID 


Pennsylvanians add 6% 
State Tax 


| NON-IMBEDDING BORE 


CLEANING COMPOUND 


|e tw im 
* Wesent firearm, Will 
iS te Helpa guard agains 


eos, Jobbers & Dealer 


waaeaaal Inquiries invited. 


JIM BROBST 
31 South Third Street 
Hamburg, Penn. 19526 


Re, PRECISIONEERED 
“OhoiNG Equie™ 


UNIFLOW 


POWDER 
MEASURE 


With this tool you don’t hav. 
to be an expert to throw con- 
sistently accurate, uniform 
volume powder charges! 
RCBS Precisioneered® meas- 
uring cylinder pours powder 
to prevent clogging caused 
by dumping charge. Adjusts 
quickly and easily from one 
charge to another. Mounts 
easily on press or bench. 
Powder level visible at all 
times. Also available with 
small measuring cylinder for 
bench rest and pistol shoot- 
ers: complete with stand 
plate, large or small cylinder. 


$22 50 


with both measuring cylinders $27.90 


Buy from your gun dealer and be sure! 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


© REBS wc. 


Dept. H-3, P.O. Box 1919 Oroville, Calif. 95965 


19 


the varmint and sporter classes. So 
too the new benchrest shooter found 
these varmint classes a more practi- 
cal approach to competition. 

It’s certainly a helluva lot less work 
to handle a 10% or 13% Ib. rifle than 
a 25 to 50 Ib. monster. The five shot 
matches as vs. the 10 shot are also a 
lot easier to digest. So these classes 
increased with a corresponding de- 
cline in the heavy benchrest class. 
Let’s face it, the heavy benchrest 
class is hard work and really fine 
hairsplitting. 

I believe that to build up the heavy 
benchrest class we need somehow to 
arouse the interest of the benchrester 
in experimenting. We need to make 
more of the varmint, sporter and 
hunter class shooters realize that the 
ultimate pinnacle in benchresting is 
winning in the heavy benchrest class 
where no holds are barred. Let’s 
face it, the Iesser classes have finely 
accurate rifles but they cannot com- 
pete with the heavy bench gun. 

I believe the statistics prove my 
point; with the decline in the bench- 
rest gun came a corresponding in- 
crease in the varmint and sporter 
classes. And now the hunter class is 
coming up by leaps and bounds. The 
success of the hunter class is clear 
evidence of the broader number of 
shooters we can draw on. Practi- 
cally any factory rifle can be made 
competitive; the target requires no 
backer and therefore needs no special 
range facilities. Any rifle range can 
hold a match and practically every- 
body having a rifle is a potential 
competitor. Therefore the populari- 
ty of the hunter class is assured. 

The heavy benchrest rifle requires 
the ultimate in equipment compo- 
nents and shooter. It is a tough class 
and therefore not very popular. But 
from it have come the improvements 
that made today’s varmint and sport- 
er and hunter rifles possible. If you 
really want to work for it — shoot 
in the heavy benchrest class. 
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Letters to and From 
M. H. WALKER, Technical Editor 


As you know, I have always felt 
that if any one of the 3 rifle classes 
must be eliminated it should be the 
LV. However, I would deeply regret 
the necessity for eliminating any one 
from competition at the National 
level — though obviously any spon- 
soring club is at liberty to set up its 
own match program to suit classes to 
the time and the number of benches 
—and am not at all certain that cut- 
ting a class, and so reducing the time 
normally needed to two days, would 
bring about the enlarged shoot at- 
tendance you indicate. 

How much hard data is there indi- 
cating that people would come to 
two-day affairs but avoid three-day 
matches? True, some might attend 
for only two days, or even one, as 
we know they do, but does the three- 
day schedule lead shooters to stay 
away entirely? How much real poop 
do we have on such matters, or are 
we basing plans on personal guess- 
work? 

It could be said that by reducing 
one class we are trying to encourage 
membership and shooter activity by 
offering them fewer areas of activity. 
More for less. Yet the Hunter class 
was cooked up (and we won’t bother 
to go back into the history of what 
happened to the Sporter to make the 
Hunter reasonable) in order to offer 
competition opportunity to a new 
and presumably broad shooter group. 
More from more, that was. 

I realize ’m paying no mind to 
the problems of running off 3 classes 
in two days, and probably little to 
the financial problems of the range 
operators. What really does make a 
shoot popular? Is it the match pro- 
gram, the combination of rifle types 
to be used, or is it a complex of other 
factors relating to the range, its oper- 
ation, the handling of the shooters, 
etcetcetc? 

In short, I’d oppose moving too 
sudden-like or without considerable 
thought on such matters as above. 

One point is clear —if the wind 
blows thataway then obviously the 


40X-scope combo being, no doubt, en- 
gendered for yours truly had better 
be in a SP caliber. Obvieusement. 
Made any of the glassware in 24 or 
25X? 
Happy New Year — Bridgeporting 

at any time? 

Warren Page 

383 Madison Ave. 

New York, N. Y. 10017 
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One of the greatest problems we 
have with the Varmint Classes is 
pure lack of matches which shooters 
can attend. For the ’69 season in 
the Eastern Region there are a total 
of three complete Varmint Matches 
scheduled and one is the Varmint 
Nationals at South Creek. One of 
the reasons for this is inability of the 
ranges to secure help to run a 3-day 
shoot. 

Johnstown will be running what 
they call Heavy Varmint and Light 
Varmint New York State Champion- 
ships mainly because they believe 
they will get more shooters in the 
Light Varmint Class than in the 
Sporter. Of course this is the main 
reason why I would like to eliminate 
the Light Varmint so that we could 
have more varmint shoots by provid- 
ing a course of fire which takes only 
two days. Obviously we are not go- 
ing to have shooters without shoots 
for them to attend. M.H.W. 
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